IT’S TIME TO RETHINK THE DRINKING AGE
In 1984 Congress passed the National Minimum Drinking Age Act, which imposed a penalty of
10% of a state's federal highway appropriation on any state setting its drinking age lower than

21.

Twenty-four years later, our experience as college and university presidents convinces us that...

TWENTY-ONE IS NOT WORKING

A culture of dangerous, clandestine “binge-drinking”—often conducted off-campus—has
developed.

Alcohol education that mandates abstinence as the only legal option has not resulted in
significant constructive behavioral change among our students.

Adults under 21 are deemed capable of voting, signing contracts, serving on juries and enlisting
in the military, but are told they are not mature enough to have a beer.

By choosing to use fake IDs, students make ethical compromises that erode respect for the law.

HOW MANY TIMES MUST WE RELEARN THE LESSONS OF
PROHIBITION?

We call upon our elected officials:

To support an informed and dispassionate public debate over the effects of the 21 year-old
drinking age.

To consider whether the 10% highway fund “incentive” encourages or inhibits that debate.

To invite new ideas about the best ways to prepare young adults to make responsible
decisions about alcohol.

We pledge ourselves and our institutions to playing a vigorous, constructive role as these critical
discussions unfold.
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